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DURANT MINI PARK MURAL: ANCESTRAL WATERS 

Lead Artists: Daniel Panko x Justin Metoyer Mullon 

Themes of family, love, unity, respect and ancestral wisdom and intermingling of indigenous African and Mesoamerican cultures are 

represented throughout our painting as a reflection of our present day community and ancestral heritage. 

Celestial Lion: Rendered as the sun, home of astrological Leo, the lion gazes at the family and illuminates the skyline with Love, Courage, 
Consistency, Leadership and a reminder of our need for humility in strength. 
 
Black Jaguar: The jaguar is regarded as a mystical creature of great significance to the mythology and philosophy of ancient Egypt and 
Mesoamerica. The Jaguar and Black Panther are one and the same species. Both can be seen in the symbolism of many cultures and 
organizations. The Jaguar Represents spirituality, mysticism, vigilance, keen senses, magical power, focused attention, self-mastery and 
the hidden aspects of life. 
 
Quetzalcoatl, The Feathered Serpent: Quetzalcoatl is a deity of Mesoamerican mythology who is associated with transformation, 
wisdom, knowledge, and the wind. The Feathered Serpent is a symbol of transformative growth and evolution.  Its earliest representation 
is found among Olmec artifacts and continued to be an integral element of culture and philosophy through Mayan and Aztec 
civilization. The Feathered Serpent also represents harmony and balance. All at once it touches the water, the earth and floats the sky. 
 
Sankofa Quail: Symbolizing the Akan saying “it is not taboo to go back and fetch what you have lost,” the concept of Sankofa relates 
to our lives on a personal and communal level.  We seek the lost elements of our heritage and personal memories in order to move 
forward as whole people and communities with individual and collective knowledge of self. 
 
Olmec Sculpture: This represents ancestors and legacies of an obscured but enduring presence in the Ancient Americas. It holds element 
of mystery and bridge between hemispheres. Archaeological research by several scholars of antiquity posit that the Olmec civilization 
was a product of both Africa and the Americas. However several details about the Olmec, including the name they gave themselves, 
remain a mystery. 
 
The Great Pyramids of Egypt and Mesoamerica: In Egypt, first designed by Imhotep and Constructed 5,000 or more years ago these 
sacred structures remain a mystery and a marvel of antiquity. In Mesoamerica, built centuries ago these massive step pyramids, topped 
by temple spaces were a sacred and integral aspect of Mesoamerican cultures. Their architectural excellence remains unparalleled by the 
modern world. Both sites represent great Mathematical, Engineering, and Scientific feats in architecture that predate European 
civilization and display that throughout the globe, indigenous cultures have studied, built and surveyed with unparalleled precision. 
 
The Sphinx (Horus on the horizon): Embodies a representation of our uniquely human higher consciousness rising above the base 
instincts of our lower self that drive us into greed and conflict. Some describe it as a simultaneous image of our future and our past, an 
evolutionary path. 
 
Painted Turtles: Resilience, survival, adaptability, beauty in an unlikely form. 
 
Family: The parents and child represents our source. Seated together they display unity, legacy, love, generational connectivity, 
education, transfer of knowledge and admiration of nature's beauty as they gaze at the horizon. 
 
Symbols inscribed in flowers directly from Durant Mini Park Neighbors at community engagement: 
Akoma, Ankh, Black Lives Matter, Gye Nyame, Huelga Bird, Infinity, Love (Heart), Medicine Wheel, Peace, Sankofa,  
 
Inspirational Heroes and Authors listed by Durant Mini Park Neighbors: 
Leonard M. Alexander, Peter C. Alexander, Sai Baba, God, Zora Neale Hurston, Theophile Obenga, Don Miguel Ruiz, Bobby Seale, 
Zebulan Pike, Dr. Ivan Van Sertima, Emiliano Zapata.  


